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LIEUTENANT GENERAL.

The House of Representatives, yesterday,
passed, by a majority of sixty-one votes, the
joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing
the President of the United States to confer
the title of brevet lieutenant general for meri-
torious military services; the design being thus
to compliment Major General Scott.

d NAVY BILLS.

This day, it will be remembered, has been
set apart by the House of Representatives, at
the instance of the chairman of the Committee
on Naval Affairs, for the consideration of im-
portant public measures relating to the Navy,
which have heen considered and matured by
the naval committees.

The country, in its length and breadth, has
given unmistakable evidence of the deep'in-
terest it takes in the discussion of those mea-
eures in Congress which have for their object
the renovation, improvement, and increased
efficiency of the Navy in all its branches; and
it must be admitted that the Navy itself, and
its friends, look with great apxiety to the re
sult of this day's proceedings in the House of
Representatives. :

Among the bills which bave of late oecupied
the attention of the committees and of the De-
purtment, the three following may be consid-
of most pressing necessity at this time, viz:

The Discipline bill ;

The bill suthorizing the construction of seven
steam sloops of war ; and

The bill to promote the efficiency of the
Navy.

These three measures have been so ably dis-
cussed, and the necessity for speedy legislative
action upon them, so clearly demonstrated in
high official quarters, that it would seem like
temerity to attempt to add new facts, or ad-
dure new arguments, to prove that upon the
passage or rejection of them depends the early
redinvigoration or the rapid decadeuce of the
once vigorous and improving, but now rapidly
daclining, snd prematurely old, Navy of the
country. ! ;

The passage of the first bill named, it is be-
lieved, is of unquestionable necessity in the
opinion of those who, from high official position
aod from professional duties, have bad the
best means of arriving ot correct conclusions.

Discipline is of vital importance to the har-
mony, cbmfort, health, well-being, and efliciency
of the personnel of the service. Without it,
our ships cannot be creditably and safely man-
sged at ses, nor displayed at bome nor abroad
without humiliation, and in the honr of need
no amount of naatical skill and personal bra-
very, uncontrolied by a proper discipline, can
gvert defeat and disgrace.

The necessity for the passage of the second
bill (for seven small steamers of war) seems to
be so self-evident, to say nothing of the very
cogent and unanswerable reasons which have
been given by the Hon. Secretary of the Nary
to Congress, that it is believed no one who is
at all awarc of the present very limited number
of available vessels at the disposal of the De.
pertment for keeping up aud relieving ocor
present small force afloat, can fail to recognise
the absolute necessity for this nominal (but

= wifice, and to call into requisition their recently
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commence their duties as lieutenants, in order | ler was elected Secretary ; F. Lake assistant
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well coltivated facaltics, Bud, in lien of this,

uge of thirty-seven, receive their commissions
a4 lientenants, and possibly, for the first time, i
assume the duties of a “watch officer.” This,
he it remembered, at an age when French and |
kinglish officers are commanding frigates and I
line-ol-battle ships, and somewhat older than |
our own captains were when they fought the |
Navy into public favor,

But this is not the ouly probation, nor the
worst; they will bave to serve twenty-five years
us licutenants, and at the age of sixty-two will
uttain their first command,

It is needless to calculate when they will
become captains and flag officers, though this
calculation has heen heretofore made; when
it was found, after making a very liberal allow-
ance for the vicissitudes and casualties of ser-
vice, that those who lived to be eighty-five
years of age, might become commodores. We
firmly helieve the Reform Bill, which i3 to be
considered to-day, will remedy this most anom-
alous condition in the Naval Establishment,
aud that its provisions will accomplish this
most desirable end, without taking a single ad-
ditional cent from the Treasury, or adding a
single officer to the aggregate number now in
the service.

GEN. SHIELDS-THE FRUITS OF UN-
HOLY CUOALITIONS.

One of the evil results of the spread of un-
sound doctrines and of the unholy leagues and-
coalitions that prevail, is the loss to the coun-
try of the services of some of the ablest and
most sterling Democrats. A common ambition
and a natural affinity have concurred to ally
variant isms, and to cement hitherto antago-
visti¢ factions. It is like the bond that binds
together dishonest men, who, however much
they may separately hate one another, have a
yet stronger common hatred of those who are
honest.

Oue of the last, as he is one of the noblest
vietims that has fallen beneath the axe of this
traitorous coalition, is that gallant soldier and
able statesman, General Shields, of Illinois,
Such an execution, instead of degrading the
victim, only gives an unenviable importance to
the executioner. Tt is by such excesses, it is hy }
striking down such shining victims, that the
opposition will attein a wider notoriety, and
change what was an almost pitying coutempt
iuto a feeling of unmixed horror.

The butchers who have slain kings snd
drunk the blocd of maiden princesses, have
pleaded the generous fanaticism of the patriot
in justification of the monstrous cruelties of the
wan, Bat they who strike down the devoted
Tribunes of the people, the steadfust friends of
the Constitution and of the institutions of the
States, those who are our heroes in war and our
statesmen in peace, can plead no such generons
plea s patriotism,

Senator Shields is a vietim to his adherence
1o the Constitution, his support of the Nebraska
hill, and his sound, unwavering, aud unintimi-
dated Democracy. Such martyrdom is verily
a crown of glory. It sheds a new lustre on the
martyr, and covers his persecutors with & new
odicm.

The trading politicians, the foul Abolition-
ists, the clandestine Know-nothings, of Illinois,
il combined to defeat the re-election of Gen-
eral Shields to the Senate. They have accom-
plished their object. Can sound men, either
in the North or the South boast of the exploit?
We think not. Can the Whigs of the Souths
who are fast joining the new secret order, deem

pot actual, 68 bas been shown by the Depart-
ment,) inerease in the number of our vessels of
war,

It is to the third and last named bill (to pro-
mote the efliciency of the Navy) that it is the
chief object of this article to invite attention.

For many years the country, the Department,
snd the Navy have been looking anxiously to
Congress for the passage of measures of reform.
That the Navy is in us efficient a state as it is
at this time, or, rather, that the entire naval es-
tablishment of the country has not long ago
fallen to pieces, proves the wisdom and strength
of its early organization &nd the character of
those who carried it through the several wars
in which we have been engaged with undi-
minished zeal and energy, and this, too, with-
out any of these incenlives which pertain to
these military organizations, in which efficient
service procures professional advancement.

The great evil under which the Navy is now
suffering, arises from the stagnation in all the
grades, and the utter hopelessness of an officer
being advanced to the execution of responsible
and important duties within the period of his
greatest professional, mental, and physical ef-
ficiency.

There is an evil, the present extent of which,
and the maoner in which it is increasing, few
sre aware of, who have not carefully examined
the sulject.

17 the individual officer uldne suffered, the
remedies proposed by thia bill would be fitting
and proper, but when we consider that the
best interests of the country, and the proper
efficiency of the Nasy so loudly call for this re-
form, it becomes a mensure of positive neces-
wily.

One example will probably serve to illustrate
what has been said above,

The enlarged views of the Executive branch
of the Government, commencing under the ad-
ministration of President Polk, and continued
through the succeeding administrations, sns-
tained by the liberal aud enlightened spirit
of Congress, bave built up the finest Naval
Acadewy in the world, and this claim to supe-
riority cannot be denied by uny intelligent per.
#on who is familiar with the subject.

The wdmirable system at this Tustitution, by
which the academic stodies and the practieal
jpstruction, sshore and afluat, are so perfectly
combined as to insure the fature development
of the most accomplished and efficient naval
ofticers,

Fut what return will the nation receive for
this wunificent endowment? Let vs see,

I e gradosting class for the year 1564, the
first under the new and improved aystem, are
yousy men of nineteen years of age; they have
1o #orve three years at sea, and then be exam-

fned o practical seamanship to complete their
eouri, becoming passed midshipmen at the
pge of twonuty-two. just the period of life 10

his defeat their triumph? We think not. It
is the defeat of those sacred guarantees with
which the Constitution guarded the rights of
the States. Such victories often repeated will
altogether ruin the South.

Itis not our habit to pay fulome compli-
ments and write sickening eulogiume. We
leave that to our neighbor the “Poet Lau-
renle,”” of the Union. We hope, always, to
clierish independence, and loathe servility
enough to guard us against undeserved or in-
discriminate praise. When we pay a compli-
ment, we mean it, and would scorn ourselves
if we were impelled by any other motive than
a sincere desire to render a merited tribute,

NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE.

A correspondent, writing to us, under date
of January the 20th, from Omaha city, in the
new Territory of Nebraska, gives the following
interesting account of the meeting, organiza-
tion, and proceedings of the Legislature of

Nebraska:
Covxei, Cnavpen,
Osana Crry, N, T., Jan, 20, 1855,

On the 16th instant both branches of the
Nebraska Legislatare convened here pursuant
ton lamation of Acting Governor Cuming.
Much excitement has provailed throughout the
Territory during the past few months in regard
to the temporary location of the eapitol, the
modus i in such location, and the ac
tion of the Acting Governor during the Iate
election. The opening of the Legislatore was
to have been the grand scene of conflicting
elements. In the council five members—a
minority—al an early hour convened the coun-
cil and proceeded, without delay, to tempora
rily organize and proceed to business. The
majority came in in s short time, but, preferring
as quiet an organization as circumstances
wonrlld permit, allowed the minority to continue
in progress. The President pro fem.—H. P,
Bennett—indulged in much abuse agninst the
Acting Governor'a course, and in company with
a number of members from both houses, refused
to take the oath, as administered subsequent
to the delivery of the able message delivered
before both bouses jointly convened. The as-
socinte Judge of the Terriu:g was called in
and administered the oath. Much excitement
prevailed in both houses. Contestants for sents
claimed the right to act and vote, The lobby,
crowded to overflowing by spectators, was
somewhat noisy, The Acting Governor, durin
the excitement, mppeared upon the counc
fivor and threatened to convene it himself un-
loss different procedure was resorted to, but
was promptly called 1o order by the chair, and,
after a brief and angry seasion, the council ad-
journed until the following day. The house
session was not quile as stormy, and business
under the guidance of J. M. Latham, ssspeaker,
proceeded far better than was generslly expected,
and adjourned at an early hour in the after
noon until the (ollowing morning.

Much difficulty was apprehended in the morn-
ing session, but morning broke and the storm
of’dhocminﬁu ssemed o have subsided 1o
some extent and both Houses, ot an early hour,

; to assume early the care aud respousibility of secretary, and 8. A, Lewis sargent-at-arms. ln

the House—J, L, Hanacom was elected speak-

{ery J. W, Paddock lst clerk; Jo Eayre 2d
: | clerk, and J, L. Gibbs
| they coutinue a weary probetion of fifteen |

| years in & most subordinate grade, and, at the

t-arme, The
l'erritory, a8 all know who are conversant with
Nebraska news, is divided into 8 number of con-
flicting interests, The northand south of the
Platte in rivalry, lead the van; and wl the
ceusus returns show a majority on the south
of that river the north side of that river has a
majority of representation in both Houses. In
the House sud Council there is a respectable
majority of Nebraska Democrats, and resolu-
tions sustaining the Nebraska and Kansas bill
and endorsing the fandamental principles of
the Democratic party as embodied in the
present administration will certainly pass, cor-
regponding, if not the same, with the accompa-
uying joint resolution just now ted by
my friend General Robinson,from Burt County.
The Governor's message also I enclose to
vou. Business will now, I think, gress
rapidly. The appointment of M. Izard to the
governorship to succeed F. Burt, deceased,
gives universal satisfaction. He is e?ﬁaﬁ!.ed

daily.
The resolution above referred to is as fol-

8:
b House or REPRESENTATIVES.

Omaha, Nebraska Territory, Jan, 18, 1855,

Mr, Robertson of Burt, offered the following
joint resolutiou, which was ordered to be laid
upon the table and to be printed :

“ Resolged, That we herewith endorse the
principles enuuciated in the bill organizing
the Territory of Nenrasga and Kavsas; that
we rejoice that the geographicaf line between
the northern and southern States has been
erased, leaving the people of every State and
Territory, free to control their domestic institu-
tions ; and that we commend the firm and pa-
triotic course of the men, without distinction
of party, who have aided in establishing the
sound constitutional principles of the com-
promise of 1850 ; and

“ Resolved, furthermore, That we pledge
ourselves to op any unfair discriminations,
such as those of the late Missouri Compromise;
but to ‘protect and defend the rights of the
States, and the Union of the States; and to
advance and perpetuate the doctrine of Popv-
LAR SOVEREIGNTY.” ‘

A ———

NAVAL REFORM—AN EXPLANATION
OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE SEN-
ATE BILL.

A correspondent, who sigus himself “M, W,
has favored us with the following lucid expla-
nation of the provisions of the Naval bill,
which lately passed the Senate. He says:

“For many years successive Secretaries of
the Navy, and the Naval Committees of Con-
gress, have endeavored to suggest some plan
by which the efficiency of the various grades
of the officers of the navy might be secured
without prejudice and injustice to the old and
faithful. Every plan, however, for one resson
or another, seemed objectionable ; consequent-
ly, did oot meet the favor so much needed and
desired. ¢

“The present Naval Commiittee of the Senate
has, after due deliberation, at last hit upon a
plan which gives general satisfaction to all
those most concerned, who have properly con-
sidered the subject. The bill they have re-
ported passed the Senate by unanimous con-
sent, and now only requires the action of the
House to make it alaw. As there seems to
be & misunderstanding as to its merits, I ghall
endeavor to explain the bLill.

“This plan does not incresse the aggregate
pay of the officers one dollar, nor udd one cent
to the amount of the naval appropriation, nor
does it reduce the pay of any one. Its only
effect is to bring forward the young and efficient
officers, and place those who from age or
other causes are incompetent jor active ser
viece on a ‘reserted list" out of the line of
promotion with their ‘leave of absence pay,

| which will give them a respectable and com-

fortable support.

“Their places will then be filled by younger
and abler officers, who when off duty will re-
ceive the ‘leave of absence pay’ of the grade
from which they were promoted, and when on
duty, the difference of pay between the ‘leave
of absence pay’ of the retiring officer, and
what his ‘ sea pay’ would have been.

“Thus, for example, if a commander be placed
on the ‘reserved list,” he continues to receive
the ‘leave of absence pay’ now allowed by
law to that grade. This iz $1,800 per annum.
The next competent Lieutenant is promoted,
and receives his commission as Commander,
but only gets, while unemployed, under the new
commission, the ‘ leave of absence pay,’ of hia
old grade, $1,200, When on duty he will re-
ceive the difference of pay in addition, which
the retiring Commander would have received
between that of the leave of absence and sen
pay, £700, making the new Commander’s whole
compensation while in actual command, $1,%00,

“ Thus it is easily to be seen that the pay of
the two officers, collectively, remains the same,
though differently distributed.

“This simple and just plan of reorganiza-
tion should recommend itself to all whom it
may concern, and without doubt will prove
very beneficial to the service generally, and
that without doing injustice to the old and faith-
ful officers. It brings young and efficient men
to responsible positions consistent with their
years and acquirements, and makes them unse-
fully known to the country before they become
soperannuated.”

B
Bulwer Lytton In Parliament.

The Liverpool Journal, in giving an account
of the great debate on the Foreign Enlistment
Bill, gives the following ungracious sketch of
the most famous man in Eugland :

“I think Sir Bulwer Lytton is the most ri-
diculous-looking man, with his horse nose, and
his blue saucer eyes, in her Majesty's do-
minions; and his bow-wowy voice drives one
into hysteries of fidgetiness; and his gestures—
oh! hin gestures; conceive Cassandra being
dogmatic in a state of delirium tremens. The
impression for the first five minutes of his ora-
tory is awful; you see members dusting their

THE ENGLISH PARLIAMRNT AND THE
ENGLISH MINISTRY.

Finglish pride and Englisb prejudics have at

last before the stubborn facts which
es compM: failare of their arms in
the Crimea. Parliament seems inclined, from
its recent action, to visit its vengeance upon
the ministry for gross incompetency, and-cul-
pable neglect, in the administration of the war.
Lord Jobn Russeil, wise as the rat in the
adage, who deserts the falling barn, has ten-
dered his resigoation, which has gracionsly
been received by her majesty, His “nune
dimiltis" is not exactly in the language of the
ancient Simeon, for the burden of his song is—
“now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
for his eyes have not seen thy salvation in the
Crimea.”

For the benefit of our readers, we make the
following extracts from the proceedings of the
two houses on the 25th and 26th ultimo in re-
gard to the conduct of the ministry:

“In the House of Lords, Thursday,

J anna:r
25th, Lord Lyndhurst gave notice .

ton F

-day, the 21st of February, he would move the

following resolution: :
““That in the opinion of this House the ex-
edition to the Crimen was undertaken by her
ajesty’s government with very inadequate
means, and without due caution or sufficient
inquiry into the nature and extent of the resis-
tance to be ex from the enemy; and that
the neglect and mismanagement of the govern-
ment in the conduct of the enterprise have led
to the most disastrous results.”

On the following day Lord Aberdeen, in a
speech of some length, apprised the Lords of
the resignation of Lord John Russell, stating
his personal knowledge that for more than two
months the noble Lord had expressed his dis-
satisfaction of the niode in which the war had
been prosecuted. In the course of these re-
marks, Lord Aberdeen read the following letter,
which throws some light upon the motives
which actuated Lord Russell in this step :

“Cuesman-rLAcg, Jan. 23, 1855.

“My Dear Lorp Aperneex.—Mr. Roebuck
lias given notice of a motion for a committee
to inquire into the conduct of the war. I do
not see how this motion is to be resisted ; but,
a8 it involves a censure upon the War Depart-
ment comducted by my colleagues, my only
course is to tender my resignation of the office
which I have the honor to hold before the
Queen, with the expression of my gratitude for

H‘lﬁjes:y's kindness for many years past.
remain, my,dear Lord Aberdeen,

» [
o sl

Lord Russell's vindication of himself con-
tained in the *following extract of his speech
before the House of Commons, strikingly illus-
trates the condition of the army in the Crimea.
Ie had premised that there were but two posi-
tions which the ministry could assume to
acquit them of the censure which they had re-
ceived. The first, that the state of things
charged by the enemies of the administration
did not exist; and secondly, that if it did, it
could uot have been prevented by their action;
that every means of homan ingenuity and wis-
dom bad been resorted to by the ministry to
avert the catastrophe. In reply to these two
grounds of apulogy, he rays :

“No one can denv the melancholy condi-
tion of our army before Sebastopol. [Loud
cries of hear, hear.] The accounts which ar-
rice from that quarter every week are not only

inful, but horrivle ana heartrending, [hear,

ear;] and I am sure no one would oigou for
& moment any measure that would be likely
not only to cure, but to do anything to miti-
gate those evils. [Cheers.] Sir, 1 must sa
that there is something, with all the offi~i
knowledge to which I have had access, that to
me is inexplieable in the state of our army,
[Cheers.] If I had been told. as a reason
against the expeditiun to the Crimea last year,
that your troops would be seven miles from the
sen, seven miles from a secure port—which at
that” time, when we bad in contemplation the
expedition, we hardly hoped lo possess—an
that at that seven miles distance they would
be in want of food, of ;lmhea, ?;d of ubeh%::
to such & de that they would perish at t
rate of fmms:?:ety to one hundred a day, I
should have considered such a iction a8
atterl us, and such a picture of the
expedition as entirely faneciful and absupd.
[Hear, hear.] We are all, however, free to
confess the notoriety of that melancholy state of
things. [Hear, hear.] It was not, therefore by
denying the existence of the evils that I could
hope to induce this House to reject the propo-
sition of the honorable and learned gentleman;
but I had further w::ﬂecl. lhbn I was in a position
not to givea faint ‘No' 16 the proposal—not to
expnsl'm vague and equivoelrhngupa wish
that the motion should not be earried, or to use
any evasion with to the letter of its terms
with a view to defeat the motion, [Hear, hear.]
It was my duty—a duty which, I trust, [ bave
ever when in that situation—to
stand in the front of the battle, and manfully
to take my part in opﬁning the appointment
of that committee. |[Hear, hear.] Then, sir,
I had to consider whether I might not give the
second reason for refusing the committee to
which I have alluded, viz: that measures had

heen taken, that arrangements were in

by whiigh fhgs. vile would b wamadiof; el
by which the administration of the war would
be vigorously and, as was to be hoped, success-
fully uted. Sir, [ should have been more
disposed to give that reason, becauss it is obvi-
ous that the concession of a committee on the
subject—n committee sitting for weeks, per-
haps for months—would be fatal to the effi-
ciency of those military purposes which it would
chiefly affoct, There was, therefore, the
strongest inducemeat, if possible, to put for
ward such ar ¢! ction to the inquiry which
the honorable and learned gentleman

to make; but, sir, I found upon reflection that

| it was impossibla for me to urge with effect,

and sccording to my own conscience, and with
truth, that objection to the proposition for a
committee, f Hear, hear.)

In the House of Commons on the 26th ult.,
the feeling agninst the ministry was even more
decided and violent than in the peers. On that
day “Mr. Roebuck rose to move for a select com-
mittee to inquire into the condition of our army
before Sebastopol, and into the conduct of
those departments of the government whose
daty it has been to minister to the wants of
that army. The melancholy condition of

ledged by Lord J. Russell, who had confessed
that he was unable, ns a Minister of the Crown,

faces with their handkerchiefs, screwing their

eyes off the door that looks so tempting an es-
eape from the tremendous baronet. But genius
asserts itself, and one forgets the tremendous
:nmnet inh:he mg whmdnry ueness
utl proves his grand originality ; and forgettin
the manner in the mtter—-wgen it is ﬁl, u!
on Tuesday—the house cheers. Sir Edward

sat down, on that night with a
success, having ach hm
for liis pertiuacity, which he bas been twenty

ears striving for; and as I watehed him pass-
ng along the lobby to dinner, amid unreserved

cceeded in effecting a thorongh organization,
;: the Cr:-l:neil, J. { Bharpe was nominated

and unanimonsly elected president ; G, J. Mil-

v

congratn 1 came 10 the conclusion that
was Lhe moment of & career which,
though with Inurels, bas perhaps, besn a

very malancholy life.”

persons 1o their benches, and keeping their

to resist this motion ; yet, in the same breath,
he bad declared that he should not support the
motion by speech or vote. The question divi-
ded iteelf into two partse—first, what was the
condition of the army before Sebastopol; the
second, how that condition had been brought
about? With respect to the condition of the |
army there could not be two opinions; all he
bad to do, therefore, was to submit to the House
that inquiry was necessary o ascertain what
were the causes by which that condition had
beet brought about. We had sent 54,000 sol-
diers who had done all they |
cowld to uphold the homor of the country. At

present theve were not more than 14,000 bayo-

4 | patural to plant an army there; but, to my in-

our army, he observed, had been acknow- | throw

nels before Sebastopol. What had become of |
the 40,0007 He believed that (L coudition of
the army had been brought ahout by the inca-
pacity, at_home and shroad, of those whose
duty it was to minister 1c its wants.”

: simple WMutement of facts, arsgyed
forcible

House of Commons, is still more powerful in |
its denunciation of the course of the Govern- |
ment, The history of the world affords no such |
example of gross ignorance, folly, and culpa- |
ble neglect of an army engaged in the service
of any country. The speech of Mr. Drum-
mond is in reply to an apology of Sidney Her-
bert, in his opposition to the motion of Mr.
Roebuck for & committee of inquiry. The de-
fense of Mr, Herbert rested mainly upon the
ground that the adoption of such a resolution
would tend to paralyze the action of Govern-
ment at home and abrond. He contended that
the committee would either gain no informa-
tion, or it would be obtained at the expense of
the army. He said that the fault lay in the
army system itself; that the English army was
a collection of regiments, whose field officers
had never seen a brigade, and were unac-
quainted with the organization of large bodies.
He asked the House if it made up its mind lo
take this course, to avow it at once by a plain
and intelligible. decision. The Government
stood in & precarious position; it had received
a heavy blow by the secession of one of its
most important members, and he hoped the
House, considering well the course it ought to
take, and the perils which surrounded the
country, would decide the question at once and

in plain langusge.

To this defense, Mr. Drummond replied in a
speech of some length, from which we are only
able to make the following extracts :

“The Right Hon. gentleman shall under-
stand, at least from me, plainly and intelligibly,
that I do impute it to the gross incompetence
of some man or men that an event has oe-
curred without a parallel in history; that an
army, three times victorious, has heen left to
perish, to be utterly destroyed, by the incom-
petence of those who ought to have supported
it. The whole country is in wrath with some-
body, but no one seems to know who that some-
body should be. [Hear, hear.] That is the
plain question we want to have answered. Is
this wrath confined to one party, or is there not
a burst of indignation from one end of the
kingdom to the other ? Is it not re-eehoed from
Grermany and from France? Is it not asked
in all their papers, what can the English gov-
ernment be composed of? And was ever such
cruelty exhibited towards men as that with
which they have treated their army? 1 should
have thonght the Right Hon. gentlemen them-
selves would be the very first to thank us for
coming forward, and asking for information.
I am not content to throw the blame on a gov-.
ernment. I can understand that it is very de-
cent, and proper and right for all gentlémen
sitting there to put themselves forward, in
order to screen their subordinates; but it is not
satisfactory to us. Does any cne mean to say
that it is the faalt of the Right Hon. gentleman
that the armyis starving? No; but it is the fuult
of the government. Does any one say that itis
the fault of the noble lord? Noj; but it is that of
the government. Why did the noble lord re-
tim;o Because he has not yet been able satis-
fuctorily to ascertain upon whom the fault
rests. My right honorable friend has com-
pletely evaded the question. I thought his
-peeei the other night most conclusive for his
own defense; the only fault I find with it is,
thit it wus too clever, Tt showed him to be &
very eloguent man. Eloguence is a fine art,
the sister of poetry and pamnting, and there is &
strong fumily likeness. The consequence
that when we got the speech in plain black
white before us, many things appeared
different to what they were re t.bey'l:a
been translated. There was no donbt as to the
propriety of sending troops to Varna, for the
asaistance, as was said, of ‘the Turks and civi-
lization,” although how the two got I
know not. [Alangh.] Varna lies on the road
from Russia to Constautinople, and it was

finite astonishment, I found, after the army had
arrived there, that one of the essentials of an
army—-—nlmniy,s wagon train—had been wholly
for ; and it now turns out that the Duke
of Newcastle, having sent the army there in
September—having always intended to send it
there—just discovered--three weeks ago—that
# wagon train was n , and accordingly
telegraphed to Colonel Macmurdoc to tome
oml; who, I believe, remaived here for three
weeks.

Again, he says, in commenting on the want
of supplies furnished by the government for
the army :

“Only this morning I received a letter from
an officer in the army, who says: * was
not one single 18-inch mortar for the first two
months of the siege.' Then, again, why was
no provision made for ital accommoda-
tion? There were neither itals at Bala-
klava nor at Scutari. And here, again, I wish
to attribute no blame to my right honorable
friend. He has done admirably in sending ten
thousand but I do not believe they are
put up yet at Beutari. Part are at one place
and part at another—like the Minie rifles, which
were sent to one place, while the ammaunition
was sent to another. Why was there not a so-

rgo on board the government vessels,who

ad command of the things on board, and who
knew what ought to be left at each place at
which the vessel ? There were provi-

sions without end at lava, but the army
could not get them because no one had the
order to give them out. [Hear, hear.] The
commissariat has been, as they say, in the
hands of the treasury. Lord n was
the head of the treasury, and was, it possible
that the whole feeding of the army was intrust-
ed to Lord Aberdeen nnd the clerks of the
treasnry? No wonder, if 8o, that the troops
could not get anything to eat. T have received
a letter from an officer in the Guards, The
honorable member proceeded to read the letter,
which stated that the writer met the colonel of
his regiment with a pair of saddlebags upon his
, horse, with which he was ?ing to lava
to draw tallow candles for his men, which, it
was stated in a order, woum, be issued
for their use. They went

low candle in all Balaklava. Another
arder was issued that any regiment mi
potatoes on tion. Down the writer went
to Balaklava, but none could he get for his
men, although tons potatoes at Balak
Iava were beginning to decay. Booner
them overboard, the French
got them for nothing, Why, then,
asked, were these goneral orders given to
sne
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believe that Mr. Wi Richards went to an
enormou® expense, incurred u great deal
- . After a wearisome

was selected, and

they also
of

commissariat at Se-
bastopol, ‘who was the man that Sir Thomas
Picton wanted to hang. [Laughter.] When
the wooden huts were first nJLed about the

| Duke of Newcastle was askgd how they were

tobe got up from Balaklayato the ecamp? “Oh,"”
says he, “the men can draw them up.” - The
are already overworked by other duty, and it
has been calculated that it would take the labor
of 2,500 men for three weeks to draw thém-to
the camp. By last accounts it was stated
that some of them had arrived, and that they
were being carried up by two planks at a time

upon mules, the planka being burnt up for fire-
w‘:;d a8 Q,- arrived, from tﬁa unlikelihood of
the rest ever following them. The want of

shoes and other clothing hns been disgraceful,
and these details we can only get at by a com-
mittee, of this house, which I therefore think
ought to be granted. [Hear, hear.]
original fault, from the beginning;, I take
to E;nnot g0 much s single fault as an

tion of faults, arising from your having

pised our enemy too miuch.

And he concludes with the following strong
terms of reprobation of the management of the
Commissariat Department by Lord Aberdeen:

“My right honorable friend (Mr., 8. Herbert)
may rest assured that he is the last man to be
found fault with. But if I am asked who is the
‘true culprit, I should accuse, first, the total ig-
norance of what the army urdertook in goin
to the Crimea and in besieging Sebastopol;
and, secondly, the total incompetency of Lord
Aberdeen to rule a commissariat ) o
treasury clerks, I hardly know the Duke of
Newcastle when I see him, but I bave known
Lord Aberdeen long, and I must say that] am
friendly to him for his amiable and eful,
-but not for his belligerent, qualities.” mn.)

Mr. Drummond and the opposition found an-
other able supporter in the person of Mr. La-
yard. We regret that the space which we have
already dévoted to this subject prevents us from
making more than the following extract from
bis speech:

“Theright honorable gentleman, the Secretary
of War, had adverted to the large number of
transports which had been employed by the
government, but it appeared that those trans-
ports hud only been engaged in conveying
goods to Balsklava and back again without
ever landing anything. An honorable friend
ogpoaiu bad given them an account of the state
of affairs at Balaklava, and had particularly
ingtanced the want of vegetables. This was
strictly true, for he (Mr. Layard) had- himself
been u witness to it, and Iu(i seen the unfortn-
nate soldiers brought down to carry upon their
backs enormous sacks of potatoes and onions,
which they were unable to remove. The
visions might certainly have been there, but
had they been consumed by the troops ? (Hear,
bear.) The House must not be misled by re-
R‘Nu of the abundance of provisions at hand.

here might be an abundance of clothing and
vegetables, but unless the vegetables had been
consumed and the clofhing worn, what was the
use of sending them there? (Hear.) The
House has been completely mystified by the
accounts which had been given of the Prince.
Theli:era told that that unfortunate vessel had
all the clothing on board, and that the fact that
such clothing was there showed the
had not exhibited the negligence of which they
had been accused. Now,in point of fact, the
Prince had not on board what was strictl
called winter clothing, but she had on boa
such clothing as the 3 might have put
ongn:l;&_lﬂmi . There was no
tpecu.l’ ing whatever to enable them to
stand the severity of a Crimean winter, (Hear,
hear.) There was not a single rag of that des-
cription, all that was on board being & certain
number of shirts, stockings and other articles,
which would have been given out to the eol-
diers in England or any other place. (Hear,
hear.) And uow he would for & moment call
the sttention of the House to the case of the
siege artillery. They were told that so far back
a3 the spring of last yenr the government con-
templated a descent upon the Crimea. For the
sake of the government themselves, he conld
not believe lg.n to be the case. Tt appeared to
him to be impossible, considering the nature of
the siege train sent out. (Hear, hear.) They
had alrendy heard that there were no morturs
in the train calculated for a siege of such mag-
nitude -as that of Sebastopol. The mortars
available were of very small calibre, and there
were 1o siege’guns of any size, those at hand be-
ing merely calculated for acampaignin Bulgaria,
in besieging such small places as the Russians
might bave taken. (Hear.) Buteven in Bul-
gana, they would have been unfit for service,
83 no horees had been sent ont with the siege
train, and in conveying the guns to the heights
before Sebastopol,” they had been compelled
to use the horses of the horse artillery;
and then there were only so many rounds
of ammunition sent out as, at the common
rate of ﬁriuﬂnmld be exhausted in & day.
The right orable gentleman, the Secretary
of War, said ¢ eavor would be'made to
fit up the hospitals ; but why had not this been
done before? (Hear, bear)) Did the govern.
ment think they could go to the Crimea, and
fight batiles there without having any killed
and wounded ? The French evidently did not
think so, for they had already established their
boT'rh!:L‘lc. No outery had been heard
against their proceedings in that respect. On |
the contrary, their hospitals were admirably
arsanged, and not one man had been suffered
to die from the want of accommodation
for the sick and wannded.

But the English Parliament is not the only
source from which emanates strictures upon the
English management of the war. Their French
ally, who begins to suspect that he is in the
position of the dwarf in Goldsmith's fable, who
does all the work, while England gains the glory,
begins to complain of the insufficiency of the
British arms. From the Paris correspondent
of the Courrier des Etats Unis, we translate the
following extract :

“Cnnrobert was afterwards constrained in
bis report to charge his delays, in part, to the
English army, which, though its courage was
undoubted, was so badly provisioned, so defici-
ent in vigilance, so slow in manceuvre, and so
unskilled in labor, as more often to embarrass
than to render efficient nid to the French
army.”

From the indications presented in the above
proceedings we conclude that there will be much
difficalty in finding adequate means by the pre-
sent Parliament for the active prosecution of the
war in the approaching epring. The detailed
suffering of the army of the Crimen will afford
abandant warning to the comfort loving En:
glishman, and check the martial enthusinsm
which induces enlistment. The unsnccessful
career of the Allies will render capitalists Joss
willing to invest their funds in a failing enter-
prise. And the Allies, as we predioted, with
their boastful bulleting, and vain glorious anti-
cipations, will-manifest & decided willingness to
conclude & peace with the conquering Caar on
the most auspicions terms, and leave hapless
Turkey to her fate,
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NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.
The European l;—?ou Correspon-
dent Right—Blunders of the Allics—Al-

ma and the Death of 5t. Arnaud—the
Cansey &o—Looal Items.

New Yok, Feb. 9, 1853, p

Gexrremes @ The news by the Atlantic, ar-
rived to-day, coufirms in every essential particu-
lar the opinion and estimate of your New
York correspondent, “Uncle Sam,” touching
the Eastern wpr. There is no peace. The re-
ported acceptance by Russia of the “four

‘Y | points,” is not confirmed. The peace negoti-

ations at Vienna have proved to be all moon-
shine. There has been no decisive battle at
Sebastopol. In all thede particulars our esti-
mates, based upon the simple elements of plain
reasoning {rom cause to effect, are completely
barne out.

There is a vague rumor of a battle, in which
the Russians are reported victorious, but which
is not credited. Your correspondent, in his

The | 188t - letter, suggested that the- policy of Men-

schikoff was to cut off the Turks at Eupatoris,
to the north of SBebastopol, before effecting a
junction with the Allies on the south side of
the town. As a military movement, this offen-
sive demonstration is so manifest that it will be
surprising if it is not carried out. It may have
been done. There may have been a battle;
and, as we have heretofore surmised, the Turks
at Eupatoria may have been attacked and de-
feated, in o simultaneous assault ongoth sides,
by the Russians, ~This could be aceomplished
with the Russian reinforcements pouring in

f | from the North, and a supporting corps from

Schastopol on the South. According to the
Atlantic's news, you will perceive that it is the
plan of the Russians to “crush out” the Turks
in this army, and then to take the offensive
against the French and English behind Seb
topol.

You will, therefore, indulge a little egotism
on the part of your war correspondent, if he
claims the credit of having proved himself a
little superior to the London and Paris journals
and the diplomats at Vienna, in their speculs-
tions and views of the war. :

Lord John Russell and the British Ministry,
are charged with the Sebastopol failure, and
they give way to Palmerston and a new cabinet,
But what is the cause of this disastrous cam.
paign to the Allies in the Crimen? We have
said, a month ago, that it was the death of St.
Arnaud., Had he lived—had his strength per-
mitted, while he did live, he would, we doubt
not, have saved the advantages gained at the
Alma, in 80 immediate march upon Sebasto.
pol, when it was actually left open by Menschi-
koff in & rapid reirest into the interior. He
retired from that battle to save his army, not
to save Sebastopol. 8t. Arnaud died—the
Allies lingered upon the field—Menschikoff
saw his advantage, marched into Sebastopol,
sunk a line of ships scross the mouth of
the harbor, which was & perfect blockade
against the entrance of the Allied fleet.—
Three or four hundred pieces of artillery in
the forts defending the inside of the harbor
could thus be spared ; and they were taken out
and transferred to the defenses of the land side
of the town in the rear; and heuce the tremen-
dous rosistance and terrible sorties of the Rus-
sians,

In this light the battle of the Alma was a
terrible defeat to the Allies, and a correspond-
ing victory to Menschikoff. He brought the
invader to a halt, and left him upon the battle
ground safficiently long to make good the splen
did defense of Sebastopol, which has followed.
The plan of St. Arnaud was to carry Sebasto-
pol by & coup de main. He had to leave, and
died just at the crisis of the march. The coup
de main was changed to « siege, with no pro-
vision, no preparations, no Materials, no ord-
nance, no supplies of any kind to meet the
emergency. A siege was no part of the plap.
The allied generals are responsible for it, and
not the British ministry. Lord Raglan and
Canrobert failed to follow up their advantage
at Alma, in & march forthwith into Sebastopol,
while Menschikoff was forty miles in the inte-
rior. Had they walked in they could have kept
bim out; but failing to do this he moved his
own army back into the town, in order to give
his French and English visitors a reception be-
fitting the hospitalities due to the invaders of
his country.

We have shown the subsequent blunders of
the Allies, excepting one which deserves to be
noticed. Their lines of commaunication ex-
tend for several miles around the south side
of the harbor where lies the city of Sebastopol.
They are thus enclosing the town in the form
of a semi-circle. Their plan seems to be a
general” bombardment all around, against a
larger number of pieces of heavier artillery than
their own. Now, does it not appear to you
that, having entrenched themselves securely
against the Russian sorties, the plan of the
Allies is, to concentrate, under cover of night,
a tenfold weight of metal against one fort at &
time, to shell it out in a bombardment, and
finish the work by the bayonet. Such was the
plan, in similar cases, of Napoleon Bonaparte,
(Toulon, for example,) and he is preity good
military authority. Do you not think so?

Consols down; mnarkets dull, Look out
next for a crushing defeat of the Turks at Eq-
patoria.

During the Jast three'days probably not less
than an average of a foot and a half of snow
has fallen in thin city and neighborhood.
Sleighs and sleds are again in request. They
are in the streets by thousands, from the grand
turp-out with eight or ten horses, and from
fifty o seventy-five paasengers, at six cents a
ride, for three miles, if you choose, down to
the simple sleds substituted for carts and drays.
Weather moderating. Prospeets of a thaw.
Let it come, to save the pheasants and par-
tridges, deer, and rabbits, otherwise they will
be exterminated. Weo jndgof the slaughter
commenced by the sapplies at the eating
houses. We hope there will be a thaw, there-

fore, and also, and more especially, for the
sake of the ;:'or. tﬁgnﬂ'sw.

O ————
Americafv in Prison at Havana.—The Il

vana correspondent of the New Orleans Picagy -
unday date of the 31t vltimo, says:

“No fewer than eight citizens of the United
tew are in prison here. The two first, named
inn and Chauncey, have been imprisoned many
months, under a charge of having been ed
in the African slive irsde. Then there are Au-
gustine Montuo and Colin, who we all know nre
zrnu.-lly inmn:l :f any hl':." in tl:':n.anin.;ﬁou
Cantenado, with which are . Then
ther@are Captain McCrlloch and J. C:f:d bell, (he
capinim q.%m. of the schooner 1, W, White,
and Instly, Felix and Esteampe, who, xs yoo know,

are confined in separate cells in the Moro Castle.




